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Agenda Item 1 

Date: May 23, 2017 
 

To: Honorable Mayor & Members of the City Council 
 

From: Administration 
 
Presentation By: Darin E. Gale, Economic Growth & Public Affairs 

 
 

Summary 

Subject:  AB 1270 Oroville Dam Annual Inspection Support Letter 
 

Recommendation: Authorize the Mayor to sign a letter in support of AB 1270 and join the 
Oroville Dam Coalition in Support on this Bill  

 

Fiscal Impact: None. 
 

Purpose: 

To require annual visual and physical inspections of dams and reservoirs 
 
Background: 

Assemblyman James Gallaher and Senator Jim Nielsen have drafted AB 1270 to ensure annual 
visual and physical inspections of dams and reservoirs.  The language of the bill is attached. 
 
Fiscal Impact: 

None. 
 
Alternatives: 

1. Modify the draft support letter 

2. Do not support AB 170 
 
Recommendation: 

Authorize the Mayor to sign a letter Opposing SB 649 as currently drafted and join the League of 
California Cities effort to oppose this legislation. 
 
Attachments 

 AB 1270 Fact Sheet 

 AB 1270 

 Draft Support Letter 
 
Prepared By:    Submitted By: 
 

/s/ Darin Gale    /s/ Steven C. Kroeger 
Darin Gale    Steven C. Kroeger 
Economic Growth & Public Affairs City Manager 



   
  Assemblyman James Gallagher 
  3rd District 

  
 

 April 2, 2017  

AB 1270: Dam Safety  
 
 
SUMMARY

 
AB 1270 would require the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) to perform annual visual and 
physical inspections of dams and reservoirs.  
Additionally, the bill would require DWR, on an 
annual basis, to submit a 5-year infrastructure 
improvement, maintenance, and funding plan for 
dams and reservoirs maintained by the State. 

   
ISSUE BACKGROUND

 
The February 7th failure of the Oroville spillway and 
consequent utilization of the emergency spillway 
resulted in the evacuation of almost 200,000 people 
and millions of dollars in infrastructure damage to 
the facilities at Oroville, levees downstream, and 
public roads.  The crisis highlighted that more has to 
be done to ensure we are taking care of our aging 
water infrastructure.  The Oroville spillway was last 
inspected by DWR on Feb. 3, 2015. Later 
inspections did not include a close physical 
inspection, as the spillway was only visually 
observed from a distance.   
 
As the population continues to grow and 
Californians rely more and more on an aging 
infrastructure, ensuring proper inspection and 
maintenance of critical dams and reservoirs is 
paramount.  1,100 of California’s 1,585 dams were 
built before 1969.  Moreover, as the population 
around many of these dams has increased, dams 
that were previously designated as low-risk have 
become high-risk. The 2017 American Society of 
Civil engineering infrastructure survey gave the U.S. 
a “D” for dam maintenance 
 
A compounding problem is that many documents 
pertaining to the operation, funding, and 
maintenance of dams are not publicly available.  
This makes it difficult for legislative leaders to 
determine the condition of State operated facilities.   

 
 
 
 
 
Finally, DWR is responsible for both the inspection 
as well as the maintenance and operation of State 
Water Project infrastructure like Oroville Dam, but 
current law does not require independent oversight 
or reporting.  
 

SOLUTION

 
The Department of Water Resources’ Division of 
Safety of Dams (DSOD) is responsible for reviewing 
and approving plans for the design of dams, 
overseeing construction, and inspecting over 1200 
dams and reservoirs.  However, current law (Water 
Code §6102) only requires DWR to perform 
inspections for dams and reservoirs “from time to 
time”, and does not specify what type of inspection 
(visual or physical) is required.   
 
AB 1270 would require the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) to perform annual visual and 
physical inspections of dams and reservoirs.  
Additionally, the bill would require DWR on an 
annual basis to submit a 5-year infrastructure 
improvement, maintenance, and funding plan for 
dams and reservoirs maintained by the State.  
 

AUTHOR’S STATEMENT

 
“Proper inspection and maintenance of critical 
dams and reservoirs that we rely on is paramount, 
and AB 1270 strengthens inspections while giving 
leaders tools to ensure State infrastructure is 
properly funded, operated, and maintained.” 
 

MORE INFORMATION 

 
Katja Townsend 
Ph: (916)-319-2003 
Fax: (916)-319-2103 
Katja.townsend@asm.ca.gov 

mailto:Katja.townsend@asm.ca.gov


AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 21, 2017

california legislature—2017–18 regular session

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 1270

Introduced by Assembly Member Gallagher
(Coauthor: Senator Nielsen)

February 17, 2017

An act to amend Section 10560 Sections 6005 and 6102 of the Water
Code, relating to water.

legislative counsel’s digest

AB 1270, as amended, Gallagher. Stormwater resource planning.
Dams and reservoirs: inspections and reporting.

Existing law requires the Department of Water Resources, from time
to time, to make inspections of dams and reservoirs at state expense for
the purpose of determining their safety. Existing law defines “owner”
for purposes of these provisions.

This bill would require the department instead to, at least annually,
make visual and physical inspections. The bill, on or before January
1, 2019, and annually thereafter, would require the department to submit
a report to the Legislature that includes a 5-year infrastructure
improvement, maintenance, and funding plan for state-operated and
state-maintained dams and reservoirs, as specified. The bill would
specify that “owner” includes a joint powers authority that owns,
controls, operates, maintains, manages, or proposes to construct a dam
or reservoir. The bill would also make various nonsubstantive changes.

Existing law, the Stormwater Resource Planning Act, authorizes one
or more public agencies to develop a stormwater resource plan that
meets certain standards.

This bill would make nonsubstantive changes in these provisions.

 

 Revised 4-26-17—See last page. 98  



Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   no yes.

State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

 line 1 SECTION 1. Section 6005 of the Water Code is amended to
 line 2 read:
 line 3 6005. (a)  “Owner” includes any of the following who own,
 line 4 control, operate, maintain, manage, or propose to construct a dam
 line 5 or reservoir:
 line 6 (a)
 line 7 (1)  The state and its departments, institutions, agencies, and
 line 8 political subdivisions.
 line 9 (b)

 line 10 (2)  Every municipal or quasi-municipal corporation.
 line 11 (c)
 line 12 (3)  Every public utility.
 line 13 (d)
 line 14 (4)  Every district.
 line 15 (e)
 line 16 (5)  Every person.
 line 17 (6)  Every joint powers authority.
 line 18 (f)
 line 19 (7)  The duly authorized agents, lessees, or trustees of any of the
 line 20 foregoing.
 line 21 (g)
 line 22 (8)  Receivers or trustees appointed by any court for any of the
 line 23 foregoing.
 line 24  “Owner”
 line 25 (b)  “Owner” does not include the United States.
 line 26 SEC. 2. Section 6102 of the Water Code is amended to read:
 line 27 6102. (a)  The department, from time to time, at least annually,
 line 28 shall make visual and physical inspections of dams and reservoirs
 line 29 at state expense for the purpose of determining their safety but
 line 30 shall require owners to perform at their expense safety. An owner
 line 31 of a dam or reservoir shall perform, at the owner’s expense, such
 line 32 work as necessary to disclose information sufficient to enable the
 line 33 department to determine conditions of dams and reservoirs in
 line 34 regard to their safety and to perform at their expense the safety of
 line 35 the dam or reservoir and shall perform, at the owner’s expense,
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 line 1 other work necessary to secure maintenance and operation which
 line 2 that will safeguard life and property.
 line 3 (b)  (1)  On or before January 1, 2019, and annually thereafter,
 line 4 the department shall submit a report to the Legislature that
 line 5 includes a five-year infrastructure improvement, maintenance,
 line 6 and funding plan for state-operated and state-maintained dams
 line 7 and reservoirs. Each year the report shall be updated to reflect
 line 8 anticipated maintenance and infrastructure improvement costs.
 line 9 (2)  A report to be submitted pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be

 line 10 submitted in compliance with Section 9795 of the Government
 line 11 Code.
 line 12 SECTION 1. Section 10560 of the Water Code is amended to
 line 13 read:
 line 14 10560. This part shall be known, and may be cited, as “The
 line 15 Stormwater Resource Planning Act.”
 line 16 
 line 17 

REVISIONS: line 18 
Heading—Line 2. line 19 

 line 20 

O
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[INSERT HEADING] 

 

 

 

MONTH DAY, 2017 

Assemblyman James Gallagher 

P.O. Box 942849 

Sacramento, CA 94249-0003 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 1270 (GALLAGHER) 

Dear Assemblyman Gallagher: 

I/we/organization write(s) to support Assembly Bill 1270, which would help ensure that a 

failure like the one that occurred at the Oroville Dam does not happen again.   As the population 

continues to grow and Californians rely more and more on an aging infrastructure, ensuring 

proper inspection and maintenance of critical dams and reservoirs is paramount.  1,100 of 

California’s 1,585 dams were built before 1969.  Moreover, as the population around many of 

these dams has increased, dams that were previously low-risk have become high-risk.    

 

The incident at Oroville Dam resulted in the evacuation of almost 200,000 people and millions in 

infrastructure damage.  While we are still in the process of evaluating what caused the failure, 

one thing is clear: this was not the work of Mother Nature.  Clearly, there were design and 

maintenance issues with the facility that were missed.  An independent analysis by Robert Bea of 

the Center for Catastrophic Risk Management at UC Berkeley found that serious design and 

construction flaws in addition to insufficient maintenance led the spillway failure.   

 

[OPTIONAL: INSERT ORGANIZATION SPECIFIC PARAGRAPH RE: IMPACT OF 

SPILLWAY FAILURE.   

 

We must learn from the incident at Oroville and take concrete steps to ensure such a failure does 

not occur at other aging critical water infrastructure in the state.  Current law (Water Code 

§6102) only requires the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to perform inspections for 

dams and reservoirs “from time to time”, and does not specify what type of inspection (visual or 

physical) is required. 



AB 1270 would require DWR to perform annual visual and physical inspections of dams and 

reservoirs.  Additionally, the bill would require DWR, on an annual basis, to submit a 5-year 

infrastructure improvement, maintenance, and funding plan for dams and reservoirs maintained 

by the State.  This will help strengthen inspections while giving California leaders tools to ensure 

State infrastructure is properly funded, operated, and maintained.   

For these reasons we enthusiastically support AB 1270.  Should you have any questions 

regarding our position, please do not hesitate to contact me/our office. 

Sincerely, 

 

[SIGNATURE] 

NAME 

TITLE 

 

*Please mail original hard copy and also send a copy via fax to 916-319-2103 or via e-mail to 

katja.townsend@asm.gov  
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